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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kington  Rural  District 

Council 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my 
Report  for  the  years  1965  to  1969?  together  with  the  report 
of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

I should  like  to  thank  Mr.  Chillingford 
for  the  help  and  cooperation  I have  received  from  him,  and  also 
for  preparing  his  section  of  the  report. 

G.D.K.  NEEDHAM 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


G.D.K.  NEEDHAM,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. , D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Westfield  Walk, 

LEOMINSTER. 

(Telephone:  Leominster  2049) 


E.R.  CHILLINGFORD,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I., 
Public  Health  Inspector, 

White  House , Church  Street , 

KINGTON. 

(Telephone:  Kington  342) 
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STATISTICS  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 
Area  (in  acres) 

Estimated  mid-year  home  population 
Average  number  of  persons  per  acre 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Average  number  of  inhabited  houses  per  acre 
Average  number  of  persons  per  house 
Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


1969 


1968 


1967 


44, 4 72  I - ! - 

j 4,270  I 4,330  ! 4,340 
.10  j - j - 

1,462  - ! 

.03  1 - I 

i 3.0  i - ] 

£91,433  I - | 

£360  s - ! 


1966  j 1965 


4,34o  j 4,380 


LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS 


Live  Births 


Males  /Legitimate 

Males  '■Illegitimate 

17 

3 

33 

1 

32 

1 

33 

2 

34 

5 

Females  (Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

29 

2 

| 

23  : 29 

i 1 ! 4 

L . L 

29 

2 

32 

2 

Total : 

51 

58 

66 

68 

73 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
raid-year  home  population: 

Comparability  factor:  1.19 

Kington  R.D.  (Crude) 

M " (Adjusted) 

England  and  Wales 

11.9 

14.2 

16.3 

13.4 

15.9 

16.9 

15.2 
18.0 

17.2 

15.7 

18.7 

17.7 

16.7 

19.9 

18.1 

Still  Births 

Males  /Legitimate 

Males  '■Illegitimate 

1 

1 

_ 

^ /Legitimate 

Females  (T°  ...  , 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

l 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still  births: 

! 

Kington  R.D. 

England  and  Wales 

Nil 

13.0 

33.3 

14.3 

14.1 

14.8 

14.3 

13.3 

13.5 

13.8 
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INFANT  DEATH  RATES 


Early  Neonatal  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  old 


Males 


/Legitimate 
v Illegitimate 


Females 


^Legitimate 
k Illegitimate 


Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 
live  births: 


Kington  R.D. 
England  and  Wales 


Neonatal  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  old 


Males 

Females 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 
live  births: 

Kington  R.D. 

England  and  Wales 


(Legitimate 
v Illegitimate 


(Legitimate 
v Illegitimate 


Perinatal  Mortality 

Still  Births  and  Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  1 week  old 


Males 


(Legitimate 

^Illegitimate 


Females 


/Legitimate 

''Illegitimate 


Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 
live  and  still  births: 


Kington  R.D. 
England  and  Wales 


1969  ; 1968  ; 1967  ■ 1966  , 1965 


- 


10*0  j 10.5  ! 


1C. 8 i 11.1 


27.4 

12.0 


— f 


- ! 


12.0  j 12.4  j 12.5 


12.9  • 


27.4 

13.0 


1 

2 


- j 33.3 1 1^.9  I 14.5 1 40. 
23.0  | 24.7  j 25.4  f 26.3  j 26, 
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1969 

1968 

* ' ' 

1967 



1966 

1965 

INFANT  DEATH  RATES  (Continued) 

Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  old 

«'  r ■*  --J 

' 

- 

■ 

Males  (Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

- 

— 

' 

1 

— 

1 

“ 

~ 

1 

Females  (Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

_ 

_ 

- 

1 

_ 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

related  live  births: 

,, 

(Total 

20.0 

14.7 

27*4 

Kington  R.D.  (Legitimate 

_ 

- 

15.6 

15.1 

(Illegitimate 

200.0 

- 

- 

- 

142.8 

England  & Wales  (Total 

18.0 

18.3 

18.3 

19.0 

19.0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Total  number  of  deaths: 

j 

_ 

- 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

live  and  still  births: 

j 

- 

- 

DEATHS 

0,1  wi 

1 

Total  deaths  from  all  causes 

C Females 

35 

16 

31 

25 

21 

21 

22 

23 

29 

26 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

1 

mid-year  home  population: 

! 

\ 

Comparability  factor:  O.87 

1 

Kington  R.D.  (Crude) 

11.9 

12.9 

9.7 

10.4 

12.6 

" " (Adjusted) 

10.4 

11.3 

8.5 

9.0 1 

11.0 

England  and  Wales 

11.9 

11.9 

11.2 

11.7 

j 

11.5 

Cancer 

..  . j] 

. J 

Total  deaths  from  malignant  (Males 

7 

8 

3 

2 

8 

disease  (Females 

2 

5 

8 

7 ! 

2 

Cancer  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

1 

1 

mid-year  home  population: 

bW  j 

L f j 

1 

Kington  R.D. 

2.11 

3.00 

2.53 

2.07 

2.28 

England  and  Wales 

* 

2.27 

2.27 

2.25 

2.23 

* figure  not  yet  available 
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1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

DEATHS  (Continued) 

Cardio-Vascular  Disease 

1 

[ 

Total  deaths  from  Cardio-  (Males 

21 

16 

12 

13 

16 

Vascular  Disease  (Females 

Cardio-Vascular  Disease  Death  Rate  per 

1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population: 

11 

11 

11 

11 

19 

Kington  R.D. 

7. *+9 

6.23 

5.30 

5.53 

7.99 

England  and  Wales 

Respiratory  Disease 
(excluding  tuberculosis) 

* 

6.06 

5.77 

5.97 

5.95 

1 

Total  deaths  from  Respiratory(Males 

3 

3 

1 

3 

1 

Disease  (Females 

2 

* 

1 

3 

! 

Respiratory  Disease  Death  Rate  per 

1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population: 

!-t,  ] 

• 

Kington  R.D. 

1.17 

1.62 

0.46 

1.38 

0.23 

England  and  Wales 

* 

1.75  1.37 

L 

1.60 

1.41 

* figures  not  yet  available 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (all  ages) 

1965 

j 

1966 

1967 

; 

1968 

1969 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

- 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

mm 

- 

_ 

1 

- 

! - 

- 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  buccal  cavity,  etc. 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

- 

- 

2 

1 

l 1 

- 

3 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

” 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

3 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Leukaemia 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

6 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

5 

3 

3 

- 

Diabetes  mellitus 

— 

* 

“ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

7 

6 

2 

4 

* 

5 

- 

- 

Anaemias 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Coronary  disease , angina 

2 

5 

5 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

10 

3 

10 

2 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

4 

6 

5 

6 

3 

3 

1 

3 

2 

2 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

- 

4 

9 

6 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

2 

1 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

1 

Influenza 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

3 

- 

1 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

1 

- 

3 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- 

" 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

- 

- i 

_ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Congenital  malformations 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

- 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

j 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  diseases,  ge nit 0 -urinary  system 

2 

1 

- 

- 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

1 

, 

1 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

“ 

- 

All  other  accidents 

1 

** 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

j 

Suicide 

- 

“ 1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 



- 

Totals: 

29  26 

22  23 

21 

21 

31  23 

35  16 

Note.  Since  1968  some  causes  of  death  have  been  classified  under 
different  headings  by  the  Registrar  General. 
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NOTIFICATION  OS  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Kington  Rural  District 


Disease 

I 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

. - . - - . 

Measles 

* 

101 

! 

24 

1 

30 

» 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

1 

1 1 

1 

_ 

+ Infective  Jaundice 

49 

- 

- 

| 

* Acute  Pneumonia 

“ 

- 

1 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

1 j 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

• 

_ 

- 

Tuberculosis : 

i 

Pulmonary 

_ 

2 

4 

N on-Pulmonar y 

- 1 

1 

1 

- 1 

_ 

North  Herefordshire 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

18 

47  ’ 

37 

5 

Measles 

35 

526 

314 

271 

525 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

11 

11  ' 

29 

12 

* Erysipelas 

! 

“ 

- 

2 | 

4 

3 

Acute  Encephalitis: 

Infective 

- 

| 

- 

- j 

2 

1 

Post-Infectious 

1 

" | 

i 

• 

- 

* Acute  Pneumonia 

- 1 

3 

5 ; 

9 i 

3 

Meningococcal  Infection 

. 1 

- 

1 j 

I 

j 

- 

I 

+ Infective  Jaundice 

106  i 

8 

1 

1 

- 1 

- 

Dysentery 

i 1 

i 

17 

285  j 

92  j 

6 

Food  Poisoning 

9 ! 

6 

10  i 

9 i 

8 

* Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

j 

^ i 

- 

Tuberculosis : 

: 

1 

! 

j 

i 

j 

Pulmonary 

4 1 

1 j 

3 

f 

4 j 

8 

Non-Pu lmonar y 

2 i 

1 

3 ; 

2 ! 

3 | 

! 

3 

* Ceased  to  be  notifiable  from  1.10,68. 
+ Notifiable  from  15 .6. 68. 
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COMPARATIVE  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Disease 

North  Here- 
fordshire 

England 
& Wales 

Whooping  Cough 

O.ll 

0.10 

Measles 

0.95 

2.91 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.11 

0.33 

Infective  jaundice 

2.86 

0.48 

Dysentery 

0.03 

0.45 

Food  Poisoning 

0*24 

0.15 

Tuberculosis: 

Pulmonary 

0.11 

0.20 

Non-Pulmonary 

0.05 

0.05 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Pummonary  j Non-Pulmonary 


Males 

! 

Females  | Males 

. i 

Females 

Number  on  Register  at  the 
beginning  and  at  the  end 
of  1969: 

17 

1 1 

1 

6 i 1 

i 

6 

1 

Year 

: 

New 

Notifications 

Total  cases 
on  Register 

| 

Deaths 

1 

Recoveries 

1965 

4 

32 

_ 

3 

1966 

2 

34 

- 

- 

1967 

- 

31 

1 

[ 

1968 

1 

30 

_ 

1 

1969 

- 

30 

L_ 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  Section  4? 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (Amendment ) ACT  ,^1931 

No  action  needed  to  be  taken  under  this  section  during 
the  year. 


Non-Pulmonary 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  NORTH  HEREFORDSHIRE  DURING  THE  YEAR  1969 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  SECTION  OF  REPORT 


The  information  contained  in  this  report  indicates  the 
general  pattern  of  developments  over  the  past  five  years. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  now  well  served  with 
mains  water.  The  Western  half  of  Brilley  parish  which  for  many 

years  suffered  serious  shortage  during  dry  summer  months  received 
approval  for  a mains  extension  scheme  which  should  be  completed 
in  the  early  part  of  1970.  This  will  leave  only  the  remote 
cotta.ges  and  farms,  which  by  reason  of  high  elevation,  are  uneconomic 
propositions  for  mains  water,  but  which  nevertheless  are  generally 
self  sufficient  by  means  of  land  springs  or  other  natural  sources. 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
purity  of  supply  from  public  mains.  Five  requests  for  advice  in 
respect  of  private  supplies  were  received,  and  after  investigation 
and  sampling  were  dealt  with  satisfactorily. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  served  is  given 
in  the  following  table: 


Parish 

No.  of  Dwellinghouses 

Population 

Brilley 

27 

94 

Byton 

16 

56 

Combe 

12 

42 

Eardisley 

128 

448 

Lower  Harpton 

2 

7 

Huntington 

13 

45 

Kington  Rural 

84 

293 

Kinsham 

1 

3 

Knill 

- 

- 

Lyonshall 

42 

14? 

Pembridge 

109 

381 

Rodd , Nash  and 

Little  Brampton 

- 

- 

Stapleton 

22 

77 

Staunton-on-Arrow 

25 

87 

Titley 

16 

56 

Whitney 

20 

70 

Wilier sley 

2 

7 

Win fort on 

26 

91 
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PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 


There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  district. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


The  three  largest  parishes  in  the  district,  namely,  Pembridge, 
Eardisley  and  Lyonshall,  are  now  sewered  and  have  modern  sewage 
disposal  works.  The  remaining  parishes  are  not,  unfortunately, 
economic  propositions,  and  are  therefore  unlikely  to  receive  this 
service  in  the  foreseeable  future. 

Many  individual  properties  in  all  parishes  are  now  taking 
advantage  of  mains  water  and  having  septic  tank  systems  of  drainage 
installed.  In  very  few  instances  is  this  method  not  practicable 
and  there  is  accordingly  a very  improved  standard  of  drainage 
throughout  the  district. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


The  collection  service  operated  in  conjunction  with  the 
adjoining  Weobley  Rural  District  Council  is  proving  very  satisfactory. 
Alternate  weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  is  undertaken  using 
a modern  Shelvoke  and  Drury  collection  vehicle.  This  is  a big  step 
forward  from  the  private  contract  system  operated  for  many  years 
previously  using  an  open  vehicle. 

Only  two  tips  are  now  in  operation  and  despite  earnest 
endeavour  to  find  a further  two  sites,  this  has  not  been  possible. 

It  is  inevitable  that  in  the  future  considerable  expense  will  be 
entailed  in  respect  of  the  disposal  of  such  refuse,  either  by 
compulsory  acquisition  of  land  for  controlled  tipping,  or  the 
installation  of  expensive  disposal  plant,  e.g.  pulverisation 
equipment.  The  present  method  of  disposal  is  by  crude  tipping 
which  has  its  attendant  problems  of  unsightliness,  fly  and  rat 
infestation.  Routine  control  measures  are  in  force  and  are 
effective. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Routine  measures  of  survey  and  treatment  have  continued 
satisfactorily,  and  rat  infestation  throughout  the  district  has 
been  kept  under  control.  In  addition,  48  contracts  for  business 
premises  were  undertaken,  and  with  one  exception  these  were  treated 
effectively  with  Warfarin.  The  one  exception  proved  to  have  a 
colony  of  rats  resistant  to  Warfarin,  these  were  subsequently 
controlled  with  Zinc  Phosphide. 

The  Council's  sewers  and  treatment  works,  together  with 
refuse  disposal  tips  received  routine  measures  of  control. 
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HOUSING 

(a.)  Local  Authority  Housing 

Three  sites  were  acquired  during  1969,  and  planning 
permission  obtained  for  a total  of  33  dwellings.  Subject  to 
housing  yardstick  costs  being  met  it  is  hoped  to  go  to  tender 
early  in  1970. 

(b)  Private  Enterprise 

Three  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise  and 
six  others  were  under  construction  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

(c)  Improvement  Grants 

Improvements  to  eight  pre-war  houses  were  started  during 
1969,  with  the  aid  of  grants  under  the  Housing  Acts,  four  at 
Brilley , two  at  Kingswood  and  two  at  Marston.  A tender  was 
approved  for  the  two  at  Huntington,  but  grant  approval  was  not 
to  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  remaining  four  pre-war 
Council  houses  still  to  be  improved,  being  two  at  Rosehill  and 
two  at  Lewiswych  will  be  modernised  when  mains  water  is  available. 

In  the  private  sector,  the  rate  of  improvement  of  dwelling 
houses  was  well  maintained,  eleven  standard  grant  applications 
and  three  discretionary  grant  applications  being  approved  during 
the  year. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

One  private  slaughterhouse  only  is  now  licensed  in  the 
district,  and  is  situated  in  the  parish  of  Eardisley.  A 
considerable  increase  in  slaughtering  has  occurred  in  the  past 
four  years  which  has  given  rise  to  problems  relating  to  the 
enforcement  of  provisions  in  respect  of  the  Slaughterhouse 
(Hygiene)  Regulations,  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention 
of  Cruelty)  Regulations;  together  with  difficulties  in  respect 
of  efficient  meat  inspection  arising  from  too  many  carcases 
at  any  one  time  in  the  hanging  room,  and  the  statutory  nuisance 
of  noise  from  refrigeration  units  on  meat  transporter  vans. 

During  the  year  advice  on  these  problems  was  sought  from  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  together  with  the 
local  planning  authority,  and  discussions  are  proceeding. 

One  hundred  per  cent  inspection  of  carcases  was  maintained. 

1969  “ number  killed  and  examined: 

Cattle  . . 502 

Sheep  ..  1,398 

Pigs  ..  7,352 

Calves  . . 9 

Three  bovine  carcases,  six  sheep  and  eleven  pigs  (total 
weight  3,080  lb.)  were  condemned,  together  with  3,501  lb.  of  offal. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  (Continued) 

Seventy three  visits  were  made  to  other  food  premises 
where  conditions  generally  were  satisfactory. 

Food  Premises  are  summarised  as  follows: 


General  shops 

..  12 

Butchers 

2 

Bakeries 

. 0 None 

Cafes 

0.  1 

Public  Houses 

..  11 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

No  proceedings  were  taken  under  these  regulations. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT. 


Nine  registrations  have  been  made  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Act,  and  routine  inspections  have  been  made.  A total 
of  25  males  and  13  females  are  employed  and  the  general  require- 
ments in  respect  of  the  premises,  lighting,  heating,  ventilation, 
cleanliness,  and  sanitary  accommodation,  have  been  maintained. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  is  one  common  lodging  house  within  the  district. 
The  premises  have  been  satisfactorily  maintained  during  the  year. 
There  are  on  average  six  persons  resident,  the  majority  of  whom 
are  permanent. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Council  House  repairs  ..  108 
Housing  Acts  • • 1^4 
Nuisances  and  complaints  . . ^1 
Building  Regulations  • . 211 
Water  supplies  (general)  ..  18 
Food  premises  ••  23*+ 
Refuse  disposal  . . 98 
Sewerage  . . 1?5 
Miscellaneous  ..  11 


lOkO 


GENERAL 

FLOODING  - HOLMESMARSH 


The  serious  problem  of  flooding  at  Holmesmarsh,  Lyonshall, 
which  has  caused  grave  concern  over  the  past  three  years  by  the 
flooding  of  three  dwellings  and  large  sections  of  the  highway,  was 
at  last  resolved  by  the  installation  of  a new  storm-water  drainage 
system,  with  the  assistance  of  grant-aid  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Inspections 


! Number 
on 

| Register 

Number  of 

Inspections  Written 
j Notices 

, Occupiers 
i prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in 
which  Sec. 1,2, 3, 

4 & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  L.A. 

i 

I 13 

j 

n 

! 

j 

i 

- 

j 

(2)  Factories  not 
included  in  (l) 
in  which  Sec. 7 
is  enforced  by 

L.A. 

! 

! 

i 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1 

! 

1 

| 

j 

! 

5 

| _ 

i 

(3)  Other  Premises 
in  which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  L.A. 

1 

1 

9 

1 

! 

1 

CO 

1 — 1 

- 

TOTAL 

i 22 

29  I 

- 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Want  of  cleanliness 


Found  Remedied 
1 1 


Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 


1 


1 


I 


